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JUNE 19, 2016
PENTECOST SUNDAY

PARISH CALENDAR

Sun., June 19 PENTECOST. Fathers’ Day.
  9:30 AM Divine Liturgy – special sheets

Panachida for all the deceased fathers of
our parish and our parishioners.

Mon., June 20 PENTECOST MONDAY: DESCENT

OF THE HOLY SPIRIT
9:00 AM Divine Liturgy – special sheets.

Procession in honor of the Holy Spirit.
Panachida and the reading of the Hramoty.

Sun., June 26 FEAST OF ALL SAINTS
9:30 AM Divine Liturgy – pp 217–218

Confessions: available before scheduled services.

FASTING AND FEASTING

PENTECOST - The Great Feast of Pentecost is
celebrated on Sunday, June 19. 

 PENTECOST MONDAY is the Holy Day in honor of the
Holy Spirit, when we take the Pentecost Procession.

No Fast: - No Fasting is permitted during Pentecost
Week, from June 19 through June 25, even on
Wednesday and Friday, in honor of the goodness of
the Holy Spirit. 

The usual Wednesday – Friday fast resumes after
Sunday, June 26.

PEOPLE STUFF

Please remember in your prayers: 

Living: Fr. George Dursa. Fr. Donald Valasek.
Stephanie Bonk. Owen Bonn. Gloria Bracey. Bob
Chalk. Susan  Danchak. Ricky, Rick & Sarah. Michael
Danchak. Jada Eiden. Tammy Hall. Heather Harris.
Robert Hawley. Madelyn Hodanich. Johnny Huniyack.
Lorraine Kacaba. Anna Mae Kuklis.  John Lange.
Rose Markiewicz. Mary Phillips. John Polanichka.
Karen Rolka. JoyAnn Scarnato. Amy Shimo. Faye
Snell. Patricia Snell. Russell Spilka. Jeff Thomas. Ann
Marie Tigue. Gary Wassel.

At Home: Michael Andreosky. Elizabeth Basalyga.
Anna Senich.

Assisted Living Homes: Julie Roberts. Marion
Sosnowski. Kathryn Stocoski. Dolores Naglak. Mary
Kneiss.

Eternal Light:  Edward Bonk, Sr by family.

Welcome! Benjamin Gerald Groves III, son of
Benjamin and Justine Groves, was received into the
Church through the Holy Mysteries of Initiation.
God’s blessings on Benjamin, his parents and his
Godparents Christina Bracey and Joseph Togher.
Many years!

St. Nicholas News
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YOUR GIFTS TO GOD AND OUR CHURCH
June 5, 2016

 $  645.00 General Collection
 $  161.00 1st Sunday
 $    81.00 7 Day Light
 $    60.00 Holy Days
 $    14.00 Eternal Light
 $    10.00 Taper Candles
 $  971.00 Total Collection

 June 12, 2016
 $  530.00 General Collection
 $      6.00 1st Sunday
 $    78.00 7 Day Light
 $    29.00 Holy Days
 $      6.00 Taper Candles
 $  649.00 Total Collection

Renovation Donations to date: $1029

PARISH STUFF

Uhhhh...yep. Yesterday morning I was standing
around in the church waiting to celebrate Liturgy for
All Souls Saturday. I couldn’t figure why no one was
showing up. It was kinda depressing that no one came.
So, waiting around, I happened to pick up last week’s
bulletin for something to do, and lo and behold, I saw
that the parish secretary somehow forgot to put the All
Souls Liturgy on the Parish Calendar. I apologize for
that confusion. I will read the List of Deceased at a
Panachida at the end of the Divine Liturgy on
Monday.

COMMUNITY SERVICE OPPORTUNITIES

Breadbasket of NEPA.  Let’s start filling them up
again!

FROM THE DIOCESE, ETC. 

Bishop Gregory’s father Peter passed away on June
6, after a brief hospitalization. Bishop Gregory was
still in America and was able to be with his father at
the passing. We offer our sincere condolences as a
parish to His Grace in this time of grief. I have
scheduled a 40-day memorial service to be celebrated
on Sunday, July 17. Eternal memory!

We pray for our clergy and their families, a number
of whom have recently experienced issues with their
health and well-being: Fr. Michael Rustick (surgery); 
Pani Donna Smoley (car accident); Fr. Paul Herbert
(surgery). May God watch over them and grant them
his blessings. Many years!

The Diocesan 3rd Annual Young Women’s
Encounter will take place from Sunday June 26th to
Wednesday June 29th, 2016. The YWE will be held at
Ss. Peter and Paul Orthodox Church in Windber,
Pennsylvania. Young women in our Diocese ages 12
- 18 are strongly encouraged to attend.

Registration details are forthcoming on our
Diocesan website acrod.org. Please register as soon as
possible – Space is limited! For more information or
if you have any questions please contact Pani Eleni
Stagon at acrodywe@gmail.com.

St. Mary's Byzantine Catholic Church Center, 320
Mifflin Ave., Scranton, Pa.   will feature "ALL
AMERICAN" at there INTERNATIONAL DINNER
CLUB on Thursday July 14, 2016. Seatings are at
5:30pm or 6:30pm. Reservations can be made
at:570-343-5151 by July 12th. The menu will start
with a Summer Salad of Baby Spinach with
Watermelon and Feta Cheese. The Entree is a
Southern inspired Chicken Delight and will be served 
with a Twice Baked Potato and ll Corn on the Cob.
Strawberry & Blueberry Shortcake is the dessert. Non
Alcoholic Beverages Included and a Cash Bar is
available. This wonderful meal is only $20.00 per
person!

Diocesan Mission Trip To St. Herman's House in
Cleveland. With the blessing of His Grace, Bishop
Gregory, the National Senior ACRY is pleased to
announce the first Sr. ACRY mission trip to Saint
Herman's House in Cleveland, Ohio in an ongoing
effort in the ACRY to provide opportunities for
hands-on mission work. With the success of ACRY
Ambassador Daniel Coffman's Real Break Trip to
Saint Herman's, the national board has decided to
spend a weekend helping at the house. 

Saint Herman's House was founded in 1977 with
the purpose to provide shelter, clothing and food to the
homeless men of the greater Cleveland area. At any
given time, they can house up to 28 men and provide
more than 73,000 meals a year.
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The mission trip to Saint Herman's House has been
inspired by the Jr. ACRY and their countless trips to
Saint John the Compassionate in Toronto. With this
visit, the National ACRY hopes to encourage the
faithful of the Diocese to volunteer their time and
talents to help those less fortunate.

For those who are interested,  the National Board
is currently seeking a team of 12 volunteers, ages 18
and up to help at Saint Herman's House during the
weekend of August 12-14. If you wish to know more
information about the trip or to volunteer, please
c o n t a c t  F a t h e r  P e t e r  P a p r o s k i  a t
rppaproski@gmail.com or 203-375- 2564. If you wish
to know more about Saint Herman's House, their
website is www.sainthermans.com or contact Daniel
Coffman at dpc693@yahoo.com.

The Holy and Great Council of 2016.  Hundreds of
Orthodox bishops from around the world are now
gathered at the Orthodox Academy on Crete for the
Holy and Great Council of the Orthodox church.

Some materials regarding the Council are included in
this bulletin.  More than reading however, please pray
for the bishops and all of the clergy and laity who will
be involved.    May they  be open to the guidance of
the Holy Spirit to meet the challenges and needs of the
church in the 21st century.

From Fr. Jim Dutko, on Pentecost and the Great and
Holy Synod which begins today:

Glory to Jesus Christ!

We have reached the 50th day since the 
Resurrection of Our Lord and so the Church marks
one of its greatest and most important celebrations of
the ecclesiastical year, the Feast of the Descent of the
Holy Spirit, Pentecost.

It is literally the 'birthday' of the church as
disciples who once sat the feet of the Master, are now
sent as apostles  to witness and proclaim the good
news of the Gospel and to share the love of the Lord
with the world.

Finally, as we celebrate, we ask the guidance of
the Holy Spirit for our Bishop Gregory and the
hundreds of Orthodox bishops who have gathered at
the Orthodox Center in Crete for the Holy and Great

Council.  You can learn much about it by logging
onto:  https://www.orthodoxcouncil.org/

HOLY PENTECOST

Commemorated on June 19

In the Church’s annual liturgical cycle, Pentecost
is “the last and great day.” It is the celebration by the
Church of the coming of the Holy Spirit as the
end—the achievement and fulfillment—of the entire
history of salvation. For the same reason, however, it
is also the celebration of the beginning: it is the
“birthday” of the Church as the presence among us of
the Holy Spirit, of the new life in Christ, of grace,
knowledge, adoption to God and holiness.

This double meaning and double joy is revealed to
us, first of all, in the very name of the feast. Pentecost
in Greek means fifty, and in the sacred biblical
symbolism of numbers, the number fifty symbolizes
both the fulness of time and that which is beyond time:
the Kingdom of God itself. It symbolizes the fulness
of time by its first component: 49, which is the fulness
of seven (7 x 7): the number of time. And, it
symbolizes that which is beyond time by its second
component: 49 + 1, this one being the new day, the
“day without evening” of God’s eternal Kingdom.
With the descent of the Holy Spirit upon Christ’s
disciples, the time of salvation, the Divine work of
redemption has been completed, the fulness revealed,
all gifts bestowed: it belongs to us now to
“appropriate” these gifts, to be that which we have
become in Christ: participants and citizens of His
Kingdom.

THE VIGIL OF PENTECOST

The all-night Vigil service begins with a solemn
invitation:

“Let us celebrate Pentecost, the coming of the Holy
Spirit,

The appointed day of promise, and the fulfillment of
hope,

The mystery which is as great as it is precious.”

In the coming of the Spirit, the very essence of the
Church is revealed:

“The Holy Spirit provides all,
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Overflows with prophecy, fulfills the priesthood,

Has taught wisdom to illiterates, has revealed
fishermen as theologians,

He brings together the whole council of the Church.”

In the three readings of the Old Testament
(Numbers 11:16-17, 24-29; Joel 2:23-32; Ezekiel
36:24-28) we hear the prophecies concerning the Holy
Spirit. We are taught that the entire history of mankind
was directed towards the day on which God “would
pour out His Spirit upon all flesh.” This day has come!
All hope, all promises, all expectations have been
fulfilled. At the end of the Aposticha hymns, for the
first time since Easter, we sing the hymn: “O Heavenly
King, the Comforter, the Spirit of Truth...,” the one
with which we inaugurate all our services, all prayers,
which is, as it were, the life-breath of the Church, and
whose coming to us, whose “descent” upon us in this
festal Vigil, is indeed the very experience of the Holy
Spirit “coming and abiding in us.”

Having reached its climax, the Vigil continues as
an explosion of joy and light for “verily the light of the
Comforter has come and illumined the world.” In the
Gospel reading (John 20:19-23) the feast is interpreted
to us as the feast of the Church, of her divine nature,
power and authority. The Lord sends His disciples into
the world, as He Himself was sent by His Father.
Later, in the antiphons of the Liturgy, we proclaim the
universality of the apostles’ preaching, the cosmical
significance of the feast, the sanctification of the
whole world, the true manifestation of God’s
Kingdom.

THE VESPERS OF PENTECOST

The liturgical peculiarity of Pentecost is a very
special Vespers of the day itself. Usually this service
follows immediately the Divine Liturgy, is “added” to
it as its own fulfillment. The service begins as a
solemn “summing up” of the entire celebration, as its
liturgical synthesis. We hold flowers in our hands
symbolizing the joy of the eternal spring, inaugurated
by the coming of the Holy Spirit. After the festal
Entrance, this joy reaches its climax in the singing of
the Great Prokeimenon:

“Who is so great a God as our God?”

Then, having reached this climax, we are invited
to kneel. This is our first kneeling since Easter. It

signifies that after these fifty days of Paschal joy and
fulness, of experiencing the Kingdom of God, the
Church now is about to begin her pilgrimage through
time and history. It is evening again, and the night
approaches, during which temptations and failures
await us, when, more than anything else, we need
Divine help, that presence and power of the Holy
Spirit, who has already revealed to us the joyful End,
who now will help us in our effort towards fulfillment
and salvation.

All this is revealed in the three prayers which the
celebrant reads now as we all kneel and listen to him.
In the first prayer, we bring to God our repentance, our
increased appeal for forgiveness of sins, the first
condition for entering into the Kingdom of God.

In the second prayer, we ask the Holy Spirit to help
us, to teach us to pray and to follow the true path in
the dark and difficult night of our earthly existence.
Finally, in the third prayer, we remember all those
who have achieved their earthly journey, but who are
united with us in the eternal God of Love.

The joy of Easter has been completed and we
again have to wait for the dawn of the Eternal Day.
Yet, knowing our weakness, humbling ourselves by
kneeling, we also know the joy and the power of the
Holy Spirit who has come. We know that God is with
us, that in Him is our victory.

Thus is completed the feast of Pentecost and we
enter “the ordinary time” of the year. Yet, every
Sunday now will be called “after Pentecost”—and this
means that it is from the power and light of these fifty
days that we shall receive our own power, the Divine
help in our daily struggle. At Pentecost we decorate
our churches with flowers and green branches—for the
Church “never grows old, but is always young.” It is
an evergreen, ever-living Tree of grace and life, of joy
and comfort. For the Holy Spirit—“the Treasury of
Blessings and Giver of Life—comes and abides in us,
and cleanses us from all impurity,” and fills our life
with meaning, love, faith and hope.

Father Alexander Schmemann (1974) 
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